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8 Hope the Reader will forgive the Li- 
& berty I have taken in tranſlating theſe 
PVerſes ſomewhasr at large, without 
Sz which it would have been almoſt im- 
WT poſſible to have given any kind of Turn 
SEDESPLZ YES in Englith Poetry to ſo dry 4 Subject. 
ä Fg The Senſe of the Author is, I hope, no 
SE Do where miſtaken; and if there ſeems in 
ſome Places to be ſome Additions in the Engliſh Verſes to 
the Greek Text, they are only ſuch as may be juftify'd from 
Hierocles's Commentary, and deliver d by him as tbe larger 
and explain d Senſe of the Author's ſhort Precept. I have 
in ſome few Places ventur'd to differ from the Learned Mr. 
Dacier's French Interpretation, as thoſe that ſhall give 
themſelves the Trouble of a ftriff Compariſon will find. 


How far I am in dhe right, is left to the Reader to deter- 
mine, 
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v) | =D | Irſt to the Gods thy humble Homage pay; 
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2 Z The greateſt this, and firſt of Laws, obey : 


Perform thy Vows, obſerve thy plighted 
'Troth, 

And let Religion bind thee to thy Oath. 

The Heroes next demand thy juſt Regard, 

Renown'd on Earth, and to the Stars preferr'd, 4 
To Light and endleſs Life, their Virtue's ſure Reward. 
Due Rites perform and Honours to the Dead, 
To ev'ry Wiſe, to ev'ry Pious Shade, 
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With lowly Duty to thy Parents bow, 


And Grace and Fayour to thy Kindred ſhow: 

For what concerns the reſt of Human-kind, 
Chooſe out the Man to Virtue beſt inclin'd; 

Him to thy Arms receive, him to thy Boſom bind. 
Poſſeſt of ſuch a Friend, preſerve him fill; 
Nor thwart his Counſels with thy ubborn Willz 
Pliant to all his Admonitions prove, 


And yield to all his Offices of Love: 


Him from thy Heart, ſo true, ſo juſtly dear, 
Let no raſh Word nor light Offences tear. 
Bear all thou canſt, ſtill with his Failings ftrive, 
And to the utmoſt ſtill, and till forgive; | 
For ſtrong Neceſſity alone explores 


The ſecret Vigour of our latent Pow'rs, 


Rouzes and urges on the lazy Heart, 
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From - 


Force, to its ſelf unknown before, texert. 


by ule thy. ſtronger Appetites aſſwage, 


T hy Cluttony, thy Sloth, thy Luſt, thy Rage: 
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From each diſhoneſt Act of Shame forbear ; 
Ot others, and thy ſelf, alike beware. 
Let Rev'rence of thy ſelf thy 'Thoughts controul, 
And guard the ſacred Temple of thy Soul. 
Let Juſtice o er thy Word and Deed preſide, 


And Reaſon ev'n thy meaneſt Actions guide: 

For know that Death is Man's appointed Doom, 
Know chat the Day of great Account will come, 
When thy paſt Life ſhall ſtrictly be ſurvey'd, 

Each Word, each Deed be in the Ballance laid, 

And all the Good and all the Ill moſt juſtly be repaid,: 
For Wealth, the periſhing, uncertain Good, 

Ebbing and flowing like the fickle Flood, 


XZ That knows no ſure, no fix'd abiding Place, 
But wandring loves from hand to hand to pals; 


Revolve the Getter's Joy and Loſer's Pain, 


And think if it be worth thy while to gain. 
Of all thoſe Sorrows that attend Mankind, 
Wich Patience bear the Lot to thee afſign'd; 
| Nor 
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Nor think it Chance, nor murmur at the Load; 
For know what Man calls Fortune is from God, 
In what thou may'ft from Wiſdom ſeek Relief, 
And let her healing Hand aſſwage thy Grief; 
Vet till whatc'er the Righteous Doom ordains, 
What Cauſe ſoever multiplies thy Pains, 
Let not thoſe Pains as Ills be underſtood; 
For God delights not to afflict the Good. 
The Reas'ning Art to various Ends apply'd, 
Is oft a ſure, but oft an erring Guide. 
Thy Judgment therefore found and cool preſerve, 
Nor lightly from thy Reſolution ſwerve; 
The dazling Pomp of Words does oft deceive, 
And ſweet Perſuaſion wins the Eaſy to believe, 
When Fools and Liars labour to perſuade, 
Be dumb, and let the Bablers vainly plead. 
This abou all, this Precept chiefly learn, 
This nearly does, and firſt, thy ſelf concern; 
Let not Example, let no ſoothing Tongue, 
Prevail upon thee with a Siren's Song, 


To do thy Soul's Immortal Eſſence wrong. 
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Pools huddle on and always are in haſte, 


1 
Of Good and Ill by Words or Deeds expreſt, 
: Chooſe for thy ſelf, and always chooſe the beſt. 


Let wary 'Thought each Enterprize forerun, 
And ponder on thy Task before begun, 
Leit Folly ſhou'd the wretched Work deface, 


And mock thy truitleſs Labours with Diſgrace. 


Act without Thought, and thoughtleſs Words they waſte, 


But thou, in all thou doſt, with early Cares 


Strive to prevent at firſt a Fate like theirs; 
hat Sorrow on the End may never wait, 
Nor ſharp Repentance make rhee wile too late. 
{ Beware thy meddling Hand in ought to try, 
That does beyond thy reach of Knowledge lie; 
But ſeek to know, and bend thy ſerious Thought 
7 ſearch the profitable Knowledge out. 


S0 Joys on Joys for ever ſhall increaſe, 


Wiſdom ſhall crown thy Labours, and ſhall bleſs 


Thy Lite with Pleaſure, and thy End with Peace. 


Nor 
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Nor let the Body want its Part, but ſharè 
A juft Proportion of thy tender Care: 
For Health and Welfare prudently provide, 
And let its lawful Wants be all ſupply'd. 
Let ſober Draughts refreſh, and wholeſom Fare 
Decaying Nature's waſted Force repair; 
And ſprightly Exerciſe the duller Spirits chear. 
| In all Things ſtill which to this Care belong, 


Obſerve this Rule, to guard thy Soul from Wrong. 
By virtuous Ule thy * and Manners frame, 
Manly and ſimply pure, and free from Blame. 
Provoke not Envy's deadly Rage, but fly 
The glancing Curſe of her malicious Eye. 
Seek not in needleſs Luxury to waſte 
Thy Wealth and Subſtance with a Spendthrift's Haſte ? 
Yet ging theſe, be watchful leſt thy Mind, 
Prone to Extremes, an equal Danger find, 
Aud be to ſordid Avarice inclin'd. 
Diſtant alike ſtom each, to neither lean, 


But ever keep the happy GOLDEN MEAN. 
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Be careful Mill to guard thy Soul from Wrong, 

And let thy Thought prevent thy Hand and Tongues 
Let not the ſtealing God of Sleep ſurpriſe, 


Nor creep in Slumbers on thy weary Eyes, 


Ere ev'ry Action of the former Day 
Strictly thou doſt and righteouſly ſurvey; 


With Rev'rence at thy own 'Tribunal ſtand; 


And anſwer juſtly to thy own Demand, 

Where have I been? In what have I tranſgreſs'd? 
What Good or Ill has this Day's Life expreſs'd ? 
Where have I fail'd in what I ought to do? 


In what to God, to Man, or to my ſelf I owe? 


Enquire ſevere what- e er from firſt to laſt, 


From Morning's Dawn till Ev'ning's Gloom, has paſt; 
If Evił were thy Deeds, repenting mourn, 

And let thy Soul with ſtrong Remorſe be torn, 

If Good, the Good with Peace of Mind repay, 


And to thy ſecret Self with Pleaſure ſay, 


Rejoice, my Heart, for all went well to-day, 
S mei 
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* Theſe Thonghts and chiefly theſe thy Mind ſhould 
=: move, 72200 
oh Employ thy Study, and engage thy Love. 


Theſe are the Rules which will to Virtue lead, 
And teach thy Feet her heavinly Paths to tread. 
This by his Name I ſwear, whoſe ſacred Lore 
Firſt to Mankind explain'd the Myſtick FOUR, 
Source of Eternal Nature and Almighty Pow'r. 

In all chou doſt firſt let thy Prayers aſcend, | 
And to the Gods thy Labours firſt commend, 


From them 1mplore Succeſs, and hope a proſp'rous End. 


F 4 . | So ſhall thy abler Mind be taught to ſoar, 
RK KH And Wiſdom in her ſecret Ways explore ; 
| * To range through Heavn above and Earth below, 
. \ Immortal Gods and mortal Men to know. 
0 : DO ſhalt thou learn what Power does all controul, 
v3 What bounds the Parts, and what unites the Whole: 
: | And rightly judge, in all this wond'rous Frame, 
"i How uaiverſal Nature is the fame ; 
7 * Ba ſhalt thou ne'er thy vain Affectians place 
R Pp Hopes of what ſhall never come to paſs, . 
| | Manj 


Man, wretched Man, thou ſhalt be taught to know, 
Who bears within himſelf the inborn Cauſe of Woe. 
Unhappy Race! that never yet could tell, 


How near their Good aid Happineſs they dwell. 
Depriv d of Senſe, they neither hear nor ſee; 
Fetter'd in Vice, they ſeek not to be free, 

But ſtupid, to their own fad Fate agree: 


Like pond'rous Rolling-ſtones, oppreſs'd with IIl, 
The Weight that loads em makes em roll on ſtill, 
Bereſt of Choice and Freedom of the Will. 
For native Strife in ev'ry Boſom reigns, 
And ſecretly an impious War maintains: 
Provoke not TTS, but let the Combat ceaſe, 
And ev'ry yielding Paſſion ſue for Peace. 

Wouldſt thou, great Fove, thou Father of Mankind, 
Reveal the Demon for that Task affign'd, 
The wretched Race an End of Woes would find. 


| 


And yet be bold, O Man, Divine thou art, 
And of the Gods Celeſtial Eſſence Part. 


Nor 
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Nor ficred Nature is from thee conceald, + - *1"? 


4 
P 
ad 


But to thy Race her myſtick Rules reveal'd, 7 
Theſe if to know thou happily attain, | 41 
Soon ſhalr ou perfect be in all that I ordain, 
Thy wounded Soul to Health thou ſhalt reſtore; 
And free from ev'ry Pain ſhe felt before. 
Abſtain, I warn, from Meats unclean and foul, 
So keep thy Body pure, ſo free thy Soul; 
: So Aby judge; thy Reaſon, ſo, maintain; 0 
| Reaſon which Heav'n did for thy Guide ordain, 
Let that beſt Reaſon ever hold the Rein, 
Then if this mortal Body thou forſake, 
| And thy. glad Flight to the pure ther take; 
Among t] the, Gods exalted ſhalt thou ſhine, 


Im ortal, Incorruprible, Divine: 


The Tyrant Death ſec urely malt thou brave, 2 1 
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And ſcorn the dark Dominion of the Grave, ' + e 


